ED HOOKS SCRIPT ANALYSIS  

A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE
BY TENNESSEE WILLIAMS

Time: Post WWII. 1947 approx.

Place: New Orleans French Quarter -- 632 Elysian Fields.  A poor mixed-race neighborhood close by the L&N train tracks.  To get there, you "take a streetcar named Desire, transfer to one called Cemetery, and ride six blocks and get off at Elysian Fields." (p7, Blanche)

Climate: Hot and humid.  Action takes place late spring to early fall. 

Setting: Stella and Stanley Kowalski's 2-room apartment in a working class neighborhood in the French Quarter. Located on the basement level of a two-story building, just around the corner from a bowling alley.  Eunice and Steve, the landlord/owners live upstairs. Thin walls; sounds from both apartments intermingle with those from clanking trains and calls of street vendors.  Draw-curtains are used to separate the two rooms of their place.  Very little privacy.  Rickety furniture, threadbare.

Stanley Kowalski
Age not specified. mid-late 20's.  Polish.   Birthday December 25th. (Born about 1920)

Health excellent.  Probably drinks too much beer and cheap whiskey.  Physically graceful, powerful, ape-like.  Comfortable with his body.  Becomes rowdy when drinking: "I hope they haul you in and turn the fire hose on you same as last time." (p42)

Income low to moderate. He works as a factory rep, traveling around Louisiana.  Owns and drives a car.  Bottom of company ladder, income-wise. Planning on better income one day, but Stanley does not put a high value on wealth.  Lives for today, hand to mouth.  As long as he has enough, he's okay.  No mention is made of savings or financial planning, even though a baby is on the way.  Bottom line: Stanley doesn't sweat the money. (He does, however, get pretty mad when he finds out Belle Reve is lost, which will deprive him and Stella of what he presumed were valuable assets.  He's not oblivious to finances.)

Education: High school. "What's rhinestone?" (p24)   Has no academic aspirations.  Reads daily newspaper.  No books on display in apartment.

Military background: Was a Master Sergeant in 241st Engineers in WWII.  Lots of decorations.  Source of pride and camaraderie.  Stella first saw him in uniform and was swept off her feet.   His old Army buddy from 241st, Harold Mitchell, is a close friend today.  A photo of Stanley in uniform is displayed prominently in apartment. (p 14)

Hobbies: Moderate stakes poker player.  Possible, in a night of play, to lose a hundred dollars or so.  (approx. $300 today?).  Excellent bowler, captain of the team in local tournament.  (pp10, 79) Good mechanic, able to repair own car. "Them darn mechanics at Fritz's don't know their can from third base!" (p51)

Character traits:  Likes anybody who is emotionally genuine.  Dislikes people who put on airs. Definitely not racist.  Mixed-race neighborhood.  Pablo Gonzales is a co-worker and friend (p20).  Black lady hangs out around the apartment, on the landing.  Stanley's Polish heritage probably causes him to identify with other minorities.  He reacts violently to being called a "Polack" by Blanche.  "I am 100% American!" (p78)

Loves Stella passionately. Whether fighting or loving, they go at it full tilt, very physically.  He hits her one time in play,  (p40) when drunk and frustrated.  Deep remorse afterward (pp41-42).  Playfully smacks her on the butt in presence of poker buddies. (p33) [read: "she's mine, guys."]  Implied that Stanley has history of hitting Stella, always being sorry afterward.  Can't express himself as well verbally as physically.  If he were to seriously injure her during a fight, he would regret it deeply.  Control issue?  Stella is "higher born" than Stanley. "When we first met, me and you, you thought I was common.  How right you was, baby!  I was common as dirt!  You showed me the snapshot of the place with the columns.  I pulled you down off them columns and how you loved it, having them colored lights going!" (p80, to Stella) On some level, he may consider himself to be unworthy of her.  Note utter remorse pp 41-42, after their big fight. "STELL-AHHHHH!"  Gut wrenching, on-his-knees despair and regret. 

"Stanley's always smashed things ... On our wedding night, he snatched off one of my slippers and rushed about the place smashing light bulbs." (p44, Stella to Blanche)

Stanley and Stella have a kind of father/daughter relationship.  He pays all the bills, gives her an allowance (p48) , refers to her as his "girl".

Attitude toward women in general:


Stanley: "You look okay."


Blanche: "I was fishing for a compliment, Stanley."


Stanley: "I don't go in for that stuff."


Blanche: "What stuff?"


Stanley: "Compliments to women about their looks."

Blanche to Stella (pp50-51) -- "He acts like an animal, has an animal's habits! Eats like one, moves like one, talks like one!  There's even something -- sub-human - something not quite to the stage of humanity yet!  Yes -- something -- ape-like about him, like one of those pictures I've seen in -- anthropological studies!" 

Note: First entrance, happily and proudly tosses package of raw meat to Stella. (p6) Analogous to cave man.

Stella Kowalski
Age not specified. Five years younger than sister Blanche.  Probably late 20's.  (Born about 1920, same as Stanley.)  Born in Mississippi. Raised to plantation life.  Dated upscale men. (p.14, Stella to Blanche)  Education not specified, probably college, same as Blanche.

Pregnant at top of play. Just beginning to show, to gain weight.  Spends more time in bathroom than usual.

Re dynamic with Blanche: "You never did give me a chance to say much, honey.  So I just got in the habit of being quiet around you." (p11) "I like to wait on you, Blanche.  It makes it seem more like home." (p56)

In her correspondence with Blanche, Stella "tried to gloss things over a little" (p21) when describing her living conditions with Stanley. She caters to her sister.

Messy housekeeper, but not unclean.

Likes to go to movies.  Reads movie magazines, enjoys chocolate. (p5) Plays Bridge. (p46)  

Left Belle Reve, the family plantation near Laurel, Mississippi, ten years ago, "the summer dad died."  Moved to New Orleans to support herself.  There, met Stanley, who was in the military.  Fell madly in love with him from first moment.   Believes he has a bright future in his work, proud of him. "He's the only one of his crowd that's likely to get anywhere ...It's a drive he has." (p34, to Blanche) Drawn to his streak of violence and unpredictability.  "I was sort of -- thrilled by it." (p45)  Doesn't fear him, despite fact that he hits her.  "When he comes back (after a week away), I cry on his lap like a baby." (p.15, to Blanche)

Blanche Dubois
Age not specified. mid-30's. Five years older than sister, Stella.  Birthday is Sept. 15th. (Born about 1915)  College education, teaches high school English.

"Something about her uncertain manner suggests a moth." -- Tennessee Williams' script notes.  (p7)  "Nervous - overwrought", per Stella (p14.)  At top of play, Stella observes that Blanche is noticeably more nervous now than she was ten years ago.

Williams describes Blanche as having a neurasthenic personality. (p60)

Neuasthenic: Pertaining to or suffering from Neurasthenia.

Neurasthenia: Nervous debility and exhaustion, as from overwork or prolonged mental strain, characterized by vague complaints of a physical nature in the absence of objectively present causes or lesions; nervous prostration; nervous breakdown. (Webster's Unabridged)

Born and raised to plantation life on Belle Reve, near Laurel, Mississippi.   Had maids. (p 12) Saw the property and wealth get frittered away by MALE ancestors.  At the end, there was only the house, plus twenty acres. This likely colors her attitude toward men and sex today.  She has learned that men are controlled by their sex drive. "...father and uncles and brothers exchanged the land for their epic fornications -- to put it plainly.  The four-letter word deprived us of our plantation!...." (p29, to Stanley, in anger)

Married at sixteen to Allan Gray (p19, 67-68).  Discovered him in bed with a man, an older man.  Later that same night, when she confronted him with what she saw, he killed himself.  This event haunts Blanche continually.  

Tried to hold on to family plantation, Belle Reve.  But there was an epidemic of some kind, disease (TB? Agonizing death, bloating, bleeding, pain).  With family dying off, there were rising expenses, falling income.  She mortgaged Belle Reve to pay bills.  Defaulted on loans and lost the place.  Harbors deep resentment toward Stella for abandoning her ten years before. (p.16) After losing Belle Reve, Blanche moved to Flamingo Hotel , a second rate flop house, in nearby town of Laurel, Mississippi.  There, she dated many men, including traveling salesmen.  Quasi-prostitution. ("I have always depended on the kindness of strangers." p107)  After she was fired from her teaching job, she probably had no source of income. Logical that she would turn to these men. So many men visited her at the Flamingo that management became outraged and kicked her out.  With no money left and nowhere else to go, she headed for Stella's home and, two weeks later, she showed up in New Orleans with 65 cents in her purse.  (p 71)

Spent the last of her money during previous Christmas holidays.  Went to Miami in search of a wealthy husband. (p46) Lived high to make false impression of wealth -- so as to impress and catch a wealthy man.

Sexual history: "Yes, I had many intimacies with strangers.  After the death of Allan -- intimacies with strangers was all I seemed able to fill my empty heart with." (p.85, to Stanley)  "...before we had lost Belle Reve, (there) was a (military) camp where they trained young soldiers.  On Saturday nights they would go into town and get drunk.  And on the way back they would stagger on to my lawn and call, 'Blanche! Blanche!' -- ...sometimes I slipped outside to answer their calls..." (p87, to Mitch) Got fired from teaching job after sexual affair with 17-year old student. (p72, Stanley to Stella)

Speaks French. Claims to be of French Huguenot extraction. (p 38, p63)

Alcoholic.  Drinks whisky straight, with water chaser.  Sneaks around to drink.  Lies about it to Stella and Stanley.  "(Stanley) says you've been lapping it up all summer." (p.83, Mitch) Drinks "to get hold of myself." (p9)

Racist? Makes a big deal out of Stanley's Polish roots. Almost sneers when she says "Polack." (p13)

Defensive about her age, mainly because of fear that only young women can land men.  During action of play, she consistently avoids direct or revealing light.  "I won't be looked at in this merciless glare." (p10, to Stella) "I can't stand a naked light bulb..." (p38) "I've never had a good look at you, Blanche." (p83-84, Mitch to Blanche)  Only wants to go outside after 6pm (p84)  Prefers candle light, Japanese lanterns etc.  Obsessive about appearance. "I want you to take a look at my figure!  I haven't put on one ounce in ten years!" (p13, to Stella) "I brought some nice clothes..." (p13, to Stella) Top of play, is dressed "as if she were arriving at a summer tea or cocktail party in the garden district." (p7)

Always been frightened of thunder. (p55)  [Noise carries in Stanley and Stella's apartment.  There are constant sounds offstage, and Blanche hears them all:  Crashes from objects being thrown during family fights, screaming cats, sounds of lovemaking upstairs, trains on rickety tracks nearby, yelling, sirens, street vendors.  Much of this might affect Blanche in the same manner as thunder did in her childhood.]

Loss of family property, combined with disillusionment over husband's sexuality and his ultimate suicide -- made Blanche turn to alcohol and run from reality.  "I don't want realism -- I want magic!" (p 84, to Mitch)

Has a resistance to progress. Gets frustrated with dial phone (p47).  Blanche would have been born about 1915, before wide-spread use of automobiles or telephones.  A simpler time, a time of plantations and horse-drawn carriages, quiet days and nights and servants and maids and beaus and pretty clothes and cool drinks on the verandah.

Attitudes toward sex and men:

"I want to deceive him (Mitch) just enough to make him want me...." (p57, to Stella)

"The law of nature: ...The lady must entertain the gentleman -- or no dice (sex)!" (p61, to Mitch)

"I saw him (Stanley) at his best!  What such a man has to offer is animal force ... only way to live with such a man is to go to bed with him!" (p49, to Stella)

"A woman's charm is 50% illusion." (p 28, to Stanley, flirtatiously)

Harold Mitchell (Mitch)
Age not specified. About 30.  (Born about 1917) Was in 241st Engineers with Stanley.

Weight 207, 6"1 1/2", works out with weights and swims. Member New Orleans Athletic Club.  (p64)  

Never married, lives with mother, who is terminally ill. (pp 17, 31, 33, 67).  A nice man, trusting, hard working, devoted to mom, saves his money, respectful of women.  Had one major romance, with a poetic woman who died young. (p37) 

Works "on the precision bench in the spare parts department -- at the plant Stanley travels for." (p34)

Uses Sen-Sen to freshen his breath.

----------------------------------------------------------------

Misc. notes 
Act I, scene 1 -- Hot. Stella fanning herself at top of play. Blanche arrives with misconception about what is waiting for her in New Orleans. Broke, options depleted, she was counting on Stella.  Stanley meets Blanch for first time. 

Act I, scene 2 -- 6pm the following evening. Prior to poker game, Stanley learns that Blanche lost Belle Reve. Suspicious. Angry. Confronts Blanche. Stella embarrassed.

Act I, scene 3 -- 2am. The poker game is still going on as Stella and Blanche return from their evening out.  Blanche meets Mitch for first time. Good target for her.  Stanley, drunk, hits Stella. Bedlam, breaks up poker game. He's deeply remorseful. Blanche traumatized. Stanley beginning to actively dislike her. Stella and Stanley reconcile and make passionate love. 

Act I, scene 4 -- early the next morning.  Blanche tries to separate Stella from Stanley, citing the fight last night.  Stella, however, is in love. Stanley overhears Blanche berate him to Stella, calling him an ape. He chooses not to let on that he heard her. Hatred is focused. Heat is rising.

Act II, scene 1 -- Some weeks later.  By now, Stanley has heard unconfirmed rumors about Blanche's background.  Blanche is much closer to the edge of insanity, has few options for escaping her situation.  She now lets Stella see her subterfuge with men. She openly plots a way to get money from former beau Shep Huntleigh. Doesn't try to hide it.  Presumes that Stella, as a woman, will have same values.  Sexual tensions are building. Coca-Cola fizzes over, sexual metaphor (p57) Steve and Eunice, upstairs neighbors, make noisy love. (p58)  Blanche hears everything, is jumpy.  Seductive scene with paper boy. (Significantly, she has this interaction fifteen minutes before scheduled arrival of Mitch) Kisses him on the mouth. (p59)  Increasingly, sexual expression is becoming her only avenue of communication and persuasion. 

Act II, scene 2 -- About 2am. Blanche and Mitch come home from date. He is dazzled by her, in love. They get to know each other better. She tells him about her gay husband who committed suicide.

Act III, scene 1 -- Some weeks later. September 15th, Blanche's birthday.   "One hundred degrees on the nose." (p69) Temperature and sexual tension has been rising steadily since Act I.  Stanley has verified rumors about Blanche and has informed Mitch.

Act III, scene 2 -- Three-quarters of an hour later.  Mitch stood Blanche up. She leaves a phone message for him to call her. Stanley, Blanche and Stella finish disastrous dinner.  Stanley gives Blanche a bus ticket home to Laurel. Stella is furious with Stanley for ruining Blanche's romance with Mitch and for hurting Blanche. She accuses him of being sloppy eater. He crashes dishes off the table. During resulting uproar, Stella goes into labor.

Act III, scene 3 -- A while later that evening.  Mitch arrives and confronts Blanche with rumors about her past. Tries to have sex with her. She kicks him out, yells "Fire!".

Act III, scene 4 -- A few hours later same night.  Stella is in labor at hospital, won't deliver baby until morning. Stanley comes home, has final confrontation with Blanche. Rapes her. Beer foams over, sexual metaphor (p91)

Act III, scene 5 -- Some days later. Baby is home.  Blanche has told Stella that Stanley raped her, but Stella opts not to believe it. (p96) Blanche in full-tilt emotional breakdown. Stanley and Stella send her to sanitarium.  Doctors come for her.  
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